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Reasons for Allowance 

1. 

Claim 34 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, "... wherein said detection device causes said protection cover operation 
device to open said protection cover when said detection device detects that said image 
pickup apparatus is in the exterior connection state." 

Claim 35 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, wherein said detection device causes said protection cover operation 
device to close said protection cover when said detection device detects that the image 
pickup apparatus comes out of said exterior connection state. 

Claims 36 and 37 are allowed for the reason that the prior art does not teach or 
suggest in claimed combination, wherein said detection device causes said protection 
cover operation device to open when on the basis of input of a signal corresponding to 
starting of the image pickup from said exterior device, said detection device detects 
that said image pickup apparatus is in the exterior connection state. 

Claims 38-40 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in 
claimed combination, "wherein said detection device causes said protection cover 
operation device to close said protection cover when on the basis of input of a signal 
corresponding to finishing of image pickup from said exterior device, said detection 



Application/Control Number: 09/964,898 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2626 

device detects that said image pickup apparatus comes out of the exterior connection 
state. 

Claim 44 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, "... wherein said detection device detects said image pickup apparatus is 
out of the exterior connection state by input of a signal indicating disconnection with 
said exterior device." 

Claim 45 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, "... wherein said detection device detects said image pickup apparatus is 
out of said exterior connection state by a signal indicating electrical disconnection with 
said exterior device." 

Claim 46 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach in claimed 
combination, "... wherein said detection device detects said image pickup apparatus is 
out of the exterior connection state by input of a signal indicating mechanical 
disconnection with said exterior device." 

Claims 50-58 are allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in 
claimed combination, "... said detection device deciding the operation of said protection 
cover operation device according to the result of the detection." 

Claim 61 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach a control device 
communicatively coupled to said protection cover operation device and detecting 
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device, wherein said control device is arranged to control said protection cover 
operating device so that when said detecting device detects that said image pickup 
apparatus is connected to said external apparatus and a signal from said external 
apparatus is supplied to said image pickup apparatus through the detected connection 
therebetween, the protection cover is opened in response to the signal supplied from 
said external apparatus." 

Claim 62 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest, "... 
wherein said detection step causes said operating step to open said protection cover 
when said image pickup apparatus is in the exterior connection state." 

Claim 63 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest in claimed 
combination, "... wherein said detection step causes said operating step to close said 
protection cover when the image pickup apparatus comes out of the exterior connection 
state." 

Claim 64 is allowed for the reason the prior art does not teach or suggest, detecting 
whether or not a signal related to image pickup is inputted from a functionally connected 
exterior device, said detection step deciding the execution of said operating step 
according to the result of the detection. 
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2. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jerome Grant II whose telephone number is 703-305- 
4391 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly A. Williams, can be reached on (703) 305-4391. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 
3900. y< | 



J. Grant II 




